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Marina M., a strong-spirited and warm single mother tragically passed away at only 38 years of age on 

the 2nd of April 2015, just one day before the beginning of the 

Passover celebrations. She left behind four orphans: Eitan (21), Aviv 

(19), Milena (15) and Hadar (10). Sadly, due to their mother’s 

untimely death the responsibility of providing and caring for the 

younger siblings is now entirely on Eitan and Aviv’s shoulders. As a 

result, Eitan had to make the difficult decision of abandoning his 

plans for further studies. 

The M. family had to survive extreme hardships throughout the years. Marina’s parents and grandmother 

emigrated to Israel from Moldova in 1992 due to strong anti-Semitism in the former USSR. As a new 

immigrant, Marina married a Russian youth and dropped out of high school at only seventeen years of 

age. Her husband, with whom she had four children, turned out to be explosively violent. After his 

escalating cruelty and physical abuse resulted in Marina’s 

hospitalization and landed her husband in jail twice, Marina 

refused further contact with him. As a single mother without 

adequate education, Marina was struggling to provide for her 

four children. Often she had to go through the heartache of 

being unable to feed her children and she has had to send 

them to school hungry.  

When the Arab terrorist cells began firing Kassam rockets 

from Gaza several years ago, three fell in the immediate vicinity of the family’s small, cheap top floor 

apartment, blowing out the windows and gouging deep shrapnel holes in their walls.  Deadly rockets also 

landed in the nearby playground, opening one child’s abdomen.  This tragic scene was graphically 

engraved on the minds of the children playing and they relive those moments as traumatized children do 

-- for the rest of their lives. To add to the family’s trauma and 

grief, Aviv had fallen victim of a tragic gas explosion, which left 

him fighting for his life with 70% burns to his young body. The 

string of traumatic experiences took a tragic toll on Marina’s 

health. Prior to her death, Marina had kidney and stomach 

problems and her blood pressure was rising dramatically 

whenever she was thinking about her husband or a rocket 

exploded nearby. After their mother’s untimely death, the M. children remain warm and very committed 

to each other as a result of the extreme hardships they have faced together.   

Please prayerfully consider to show your love and care for Israel by adopting this precious family. If you 

and/or your congregation would like to help the M. family find The L-RD’s help through this painful time, 

check out our website for the ‘Adoption-Sponsorship Program’ and contact us for details. 
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